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As President-Elect of the College, I was privileged to
attend the 116th annual meeting of the Japanese Surgical
Society and ACS chapter in Osaka. My wife Mary
accompanied me. We made many new friends and loved
seeing the cherry blossoms and exploring Osaka.. This year
as President of the College, I am doubly privileged to attend
the 117th meeting of both JSS and ACS chapter as well as
the breakfast meeting of the Japan Association of Women
Surgeons. Mary and I look forward to renewing friendship
and getting to know Yokohama.

The Japan chapter is the second largest international
chapter and an important force for progress in Surgery for
Inspiring quality, safeguarding highest standards to ensure
better outcomes. Quality and Education are the foundations of
the College. I would like to highlight two examples in Japan.

First, development of the National Clinical Database(NCD)
in collaboration with the ACS-NSQIP. Through this
collaboration, it was demonstrated that local risk models are
essential for quality improvement.

Second, the Advanced Trauma Operative Management
course (ATOM), first offered in Japan in 2008, is now available
in 6 centers. The Japan Board of Surgery recognizes the
importance of the course and awards 4/10 trauma points
toward certification to residents who successfully complete

the course. These are but two of many examples of how the

Japan chapter elevates the standards of surgery.
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Courtney M.Townsend,Jr.,MD,FACS, President of the American College of Surgeons

Professor and Robertson-Poth Distinguished Chair in General Surgery in the Department of Surgery

at the University of Texas of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston.

I would like to congratulate the 32 Japanese surgeons
who were Initiated into Fellowship at the Clinical Congress
iIn 2016. I am excited to attend the meetings this year,
meeting old and new friends and learning from my surgical

colleagues in Japan.
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Dr. Courtney M. Townsend, Jr., President of the American
College of Surgeons 2016-2017, has received awards and honors which
include Research Career Development Award, NIH, 1982; Ashbel
Smith Distinguished Alumnus, 1986, UTMB; James IV Surgical
Traveller for 1986; President, American Pancreatic Association,
1992-1993; ACGME Residency Review Committee for Surgery, 1994-
1999; James IV Association of Surgeons, Inc., Board of Directors,
1999-2002; Texas Cancer Council Member, 1992-2010; Director,
American Board of Surgery, 2000-2006; Chairman, American Board
of Surgery, 2006-2007; American College of Surgeons Board of
Governors Executive Committee, 1999-2003; Chairman, American
College of Surgeons Board of Governors, 2004-2005; Secretary,
American College of Surgeons, 2006-2013; Secretary, Southern
1998-2003; President,
Association, 2004; President, American Surgical Association, 2007-
2008; Chair, American Surgical Association Foundation, 2013-1014.

Surgical Association, Southern Surgical

Dr. Townsend was John Woods Harris Distinguished Chairman,
June 1995-October 2014, and is currently Professor and Robertson-
Poth Distinguished Chair in General Surgery in the Department of
Surgery at the University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston.

Dr. Townsend is Editor-in-Chief of the Sabiston Textbook
of Surgery: The Biological Basis of Modern Surgical Practice, for
the 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th and 20th editions. He is on the Editorial
Advisory Board for The American Journal of Surgery and Deputy

Editor for the Journal of the American College of Surgeons.
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