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It has been nearly a year since

our wonderful visit to the
Japanese Chapter of ACS in
Fukuoka and the 113th Annual
Congress of JSS. It was
gratifying for me to see all you
are doing to advance surgical
care in Japan; and my wife, Dr.
Sarita Eastman, was deeply
honored to address the
Japanese Association of
Women Surgeons (JAWS) on
the topic “My Mother the
Surgeon.”

In this ACS update I will
summarize briefly what the
ACS has done with regard to
my four Presidential “Calls to
Action” which were:

Access to high quality
surgical care

Rural Surgery

Surgical Education
Internationalism

Access/Quality

As we pursue our ACS goal of
Inspiring Quality: Higher
Standards, Better Outcomes, we
must remember that there is no
quality without access. There
are many barriers to access
including economics, disparity
of race and gender, geography,
weather and shortages of
surgeons. In the US we have
new health care legislation, The
Affordable Care Act (ACA), and
the ACS has been forcefully
involved in advocacy efforts to
ensure that we surgeons can
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continue to provide high
quality and more cost-efficient
surgical care for our patients.
(In regard to affordable care for
all, we in the US may have
much to learn from Japan!)

Rural Surgery

Rural communities usually bhear
the brunt of surgeon shortages
and maldistribution. One
solution is “regionalization”
and the ACS has been a leader
in the establishment of regional
trauma systems (getting the
right patient to the right place
in the right time). Such trauma
systems are also a model for
other time sensitive medical
and surgical conditions such as
ruptured abdominal aneurysms,
stroke, and ST elevated
myocardial infarction. In
addition to creating and
supporting a Rural Surgery
educational course and a Rural
Trauma program, the ACS
Board of Regents last year
created the Advisory Council
for Rural Surgery. This new
Advisory Council, led by a
rural surgeon, will better
identify the challenges and

create solutions for the care of

our patients in rural areas
around the world.

Surgical Training
and Education

As wonderfully as the Halsted
model worked for training 20th
century surgeons, it does not fit

the 21st century reality. Many

young residents who have

Restricted Work Hours do not

feel either confident or

competent, after completing a 5

year surgical residency, to enter

the practice of general surgery.

Our Division of Education,

under Dr. Ajit Sachdeva has

instituted many excellent
educational programs:

*An “entry into residency” four
week program in the 4th year
of medical school. This “Boot
Camp” is basically a surgical
residency preparatory
curriculum for medical
students who want to go into
surgery.

*The 15th edition of Surgical
Education and
Self-Assessment Program
(SESAP) was issued in Oct
2013 and available on-line.

*A “Transition To Practice”
(TTP) program for surgeons
who just finished their general
surgery training. This
program allows them to spend
one year in a “mentored”
surgical practice.

*A Comprehensive General
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Surgery Review Course that
has been enthusiastically
received.

Internationalism

Our digital world is flat, and all
these concerns about
access/quality, rural surgery,
surgical education and training
are profoundly international.
ATLS continues to be the most
widespread international
program of the ACS with 1.3
million physicians trained in 63
countries since the program
began in 1980. The 9th Edition
of ATLS has an excellent online
app “MyATLS”. Try it!

I believe that international
collaboration is essential to the
future of our profession and,
for that reason, hosted a
meeting last July at ACS
Headquarters in Washington,
DC where topics of mutual
interest were discussed among
many international surgical
leaders. Japan was wonderfully
represented by my new good
friend and President of Japan
Chapter ACS, Prof. Katsuhiko
Yanaga.
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Toru Ikegami
Hiroshi Saeki
Shigeki Yamaguchi
Sohei Satoi

Kyoko Yorozuya
Kazunori Shibao
Akira Chikamoto

Naoya Yoshida
Ryuta Nishitai
Takaaki Fujii
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Kengo Kanetaka

Tamotsu Kuroki

Mitsubisa Takatsuki
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Naoya lkeda
Masayuki Sho

Toru Kono

Tetsuya Ikemoto

Satoru Imura

Takashi Iwata
Nobuhiro Kurita
Yuji Morine

Kozo Yoshikawa
Tomoyoshi Okamoto
Hiroya Takeuchi

Sumihito Tamura

Simple Design, Simple Setup

WEHFTIIVY Y IYR-VaVV KRR XTI AV — IFIY TFIY-BER
BRRN—EZVT RAWRIL AVRYILAZ &R ES :20800BZY00533000 RFEBN—EZvT ACE
BFE2N—EZvT AL T

Generator GEN11

For HARMONIC. For ENSEAL. For the future.

TBTBEREBUREEBEHARMONICO S
NAR=ZY—UV TV RTLENSEALPH R FAHTRET T,

T101-0065 FRFTFHABXFEHHITESE2S TEL (03)4411-7905
A3BES:21800BZX10164000 BFEB/N\—EZyT FOCUS”
FEES:21300BZY00662000 BFERN—EZvo SYNERGY" #EB&ES:22300BZX00194000 BFLN—EZvT" TI—NYRE=R  EBES:22100BZX00831000 BRFER: EESYTRU—9—

E3PES:22100BZX00832000

ETHICON

PART OF THE Mmlmagoﬁwxm FAMILY OF COMPANIES

R Y—-YUyIR TYY—LYAFL  EEBES:21800BZY10087000
ERES:22500BZX00119000
©J&JKK 2014

‘BARD VENTRALIGHT ST

F NP Xvbkoo A1k ST

BEANL=7EBERAYa

Sepra’ Technology

7 SRMORBERDRZTALI

REEANIVZTIERAA Y2

75 &l (£38REa—-T17)

%9,

OENBEI—T 127
BBEEsEMEBCD
BEEEP TS

@LENEEMEI—T 127 !

FYBHI0BRRET o

RURENET

7 % & 5 1 22500BZX00465000

77 25 (4 EERERME

— B R AR DRURME AL = 7 - B B - B B2 PR A R AT
MBX 9 MR AL 7 BERRIR

HBACLTRMIIRER A ANQOEAEN. A2 -RiE BE FALOTRFETY FAHECR o TEKTRALLR,
AUROAA I RIE BHWEBS M RUBRITBAAERSERMBL AN (PMDA) DER R E AR S M H R0

H—LN=JTHRRTEET,

HMROLR-ARFE &&éml&ﬁ‘:;'l-)“&fxﬁi’&&aléb?_‘#t ETDT. HOPUHTT RS,

#Bard, /S—K, VENTRALIGHT. AXh551M3, C. R. Bardtt DBEGHIHETT,

Davol, 74 K—Jbit, DAVOLH DERHETT, * €7 F71/vL, Sepra fimid, YY1 La—HKL—a  DBEFHRTT,

b

e

DAVOL INC.

SR EE

&t A d_

At KBRATFRXFEE2THS-8
B06(6203)6541(t)

AWZFICBITBEBABRLLL- LB

Tl




