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The American College of Surgeons continues to focus
on its core values: quality, education, and member services.
Improvement in quality has been a driving force since the
beginning of the College, when there were significant
discrepancies in standards and quality of care among hospitals
and leaders in surgery. This core commitment to improve
quality remains a major underpinning of the ACS, and has
led to numerous quality improvement programs, with NSQIP
and similar programs for trauma, pediatrics, bariatrics, and
cancer surgery. Recently, “Optimal Resources for Surgical
Quality and Safety” is available through the College as a road
map and toolkit for the development of surgical quality and
safety programs in any Institution. This product has already
proven successful for improved care both nationally and
internationally. The program is based on the four principles of
continuous improvement:

1. Standards

2. Providing the correct infrastructure

3. Collection of rigorous data

4. Verification through external peer review of

improvements in quality.

Education, as a core concept, has led to an increasing
number of courses available throughout the world. While
the leading educational program remains Advance Trauma
Life Support, there are training courses in cancer, quality
improvement, and verification of breast, pediatric, and
bariatric centers. In addition, the College has developed an
international program for assessment of individual hospitals
or countrywide for improved of surgical quality care
and education with additional recommendations to drive
advancement and improvement throughout the system. A
new course called Stop the Bleed is for the public, similar
to CPR training, teaching the basic principles of hemorrhage
control, with application of tourniquets and direct pressure
control of bleeding until definitive care. This course has
already been taught to 16,000 international instructors, and
trained over 135000 people worldwide. Similarly, for the
practicing surgeon, there are numerous courses on leadership,
and faculty training for education of students and residents.
There are membership modules for training and CME, along
with numerous other courses, both live and on the internet for
training and advancement of knowledge and teaching skills.
The ACS Bulletin, ACS Newsletters, and the Journal of the

OF VK-V XY —
Ronald V. Maier, MD, FACS, FRCS Ed (Hon), FCSHK (Hon)

President, American College of Surgeons

American College of Surgeons are all available electronically.

Membership activities provide an increasingly vibrant
and active Board of Governors, with 46 international Chapters
similar to your own, and growing annually. With improved
abilities for advocacy of the international community networking
across the globe, and increasing leadership opportunities for
members of the Chapter, both locally and in the international
realm. There are now over $1.6 million in awards available,
with many of these traveling and educational scholarships
available to the internationally community, as noted on the
ACS website. The American College of Surgeons continues to
grow, continues to have an increased focus on outreach, and
commitment to the global community, and is looking forward to
strengthen the bonds to work together to enhance continuing
personal learning, improvements in quality, and a dedication
to furthering education and teaching capabilities. Please utilize
the numerous opportunities available at member.facs.org.
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Dr. Maier is the Jane and Donald D. Trunkey Professor of
Trauma Surgery, Vice-Chair of the Department of Surgery at the
University of Washington, and Surgeon-in-Chief at Harborview
Medical Center, the Level I Trauma Center in Seattle. Dr. Maier
recently served as President of the American Surgical Association,
and is currently President of the American College of Surgeons.
He has served in numerous leadership positions, both nationally
and internationally, including as past-President of the Society of
University Surgeons, Shock Society, American Association for the
Surgery of Trauma, Halsted Society, Surgical Infection Society, and
the International Association of Trauma Surgery and Intensive
Care of the International Surgical Society.

Throughout his career, Dr. Maier has been interested
in the critically-ill surgical patient, focusing on the underlying
pathophysiology driving the aberrant host immunoinflammatory
response, and subsequent clinical syndrome of multiple organ
failure. His long-standing interest in trauma has involved clinical
studies of the acute management of the severely injured, and the
impact of trauma system development on trauma outcomes. He has

published over 350 peer-reviewed articles and 60 book chapters.
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