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I had the privilege of attending the Japan Surgical
Society and the ACS Japan Chapter annual meetings as
President-Elect in 2016 and President in 2017. My wife Mary
accompanied me; we greatly enjoyed our visit renewing
friendships and making new friends.

In 2017 T also attended the JAWS breakfast meeting.
Dr. Kazumi, a member of the ACS Women in Surgery
Committee, was my host at this meeting. I had a most
enjoyable time and was glad so see so many women surgeons,
residents and medical students. It was particularly refreshing
to see all the children who came with their mothers.

Mary and I took a boat across the harbor to visit the
Yamashita park with its lovely flowers, wonderful sculptures
and fabulous view of the waterfront. On another day we
visited Kamakura, enjoyed matcha and the serenity of the
“Bamboo Temple”, and loved seeing the Great Buddha.

After the conference, Professor Kasuhiko Yoshida, ACS
Chapter Secretary, graciously took us to Tokyo and served
as our guide. We had an outstanding lunch at Asakura, a
tour of the Sensoji Temple and the Tokyo Tower. That night,
Professor Yanaga, governor, and his wife, hosted a dinner
at Tokyo Shiba Tofuya Ukai for Mary and me, Professor
Yoshida and Dr. Kazumi. The meal was most enjoyable and
was the company.

The Japan chapter is one of the largest international

chapters and we are proud of the enthusiastic participation
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Courtney M.Townsend,Jr.,MD,FACS, former President of the American College of Surgeons

£ h.r.

Professor and Robertson-Poth Distinguished Chair in General Surgery in the Department of Surgery

at the University of Texas of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston.

of the Fellows in the activities of the College. I would like to
congratulate the 31 new Fellows who were initiated into the

College in 2017.
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Dr. Courtney M. Townsend, Jr., former President of the
American College of Surgeons 2016-2017. He has received awards
and honors which include Research Career Development Award,
NIH, 1982; Ashbel Smith Distinguished Alumnus, 1986, UTMB; James
IV Surgical Traveller for 1986; President, American Pancreatic
Association, 1992-1993; ACGME Residency Review Committee for
Surgery, 1994-1999; James IV Association of Surgeons, Inc., Board
of Directors, 1999-2002; Texas Cancer Council Member, 1992-2010;
Director, American Board of Surgery, 2000-2006; Chairman, American
Board of Surgery, 2006-2007; American College of Surgeons Board
of Governors Executive Committee, 1999-2003; Chairman, American
College of Surgeons Board of Governors, 2004-2005; Secretary,
American College of Surgeons, 2006-2013; Secretary, Southern
1998-2003; President,
Association, 2004; President, American Surgical Association, 2007-
2008; Chair, American Surgical Association Foundation, 2013-2014.

Surgical Association, Southern Surgical

Dr. Townsend was John Woods Harris Distinguished Chairman,
June 1995-October 2014, and is currently Professor and Robertson-
Poth Distinguished Chair in General Surgery in the Department of
Surgery at the University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston.

Dr. Townsend is Editor-in-Chief of the Sabiston Textbook
of Surgery: The Biological Basis of Modern Surgical Practice, for
the 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th and 20th editions. He is on the Editorial
Advisory Board for The American Journal of Surgery and Deputy

Editor for the Journal of the American College of Surgeons.
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Novrihiro Kokudo, MD, PhD, FACS, FRCS

President, National Center for Global Health and Medicine, Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo
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